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modify, limit, or negate the requirement under

subparagraph (A).

““(4) In accordance with regulations prescribed
by the Secretary, the Secretary shall—

“(A) establish criteria for determining the
amount of reimbursement (which may include a
maximum amount) payable under this section;
and

‘““(B) delineate the circumstances under which
such payment may be made, including require-
ments for requesting reimbursement.

‘“(d)(1) In accordance with regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary, the United States shall
have the independent right to recover any
amount paid under this section if, and to the ex-
tent that, a third party subsequently makes a
payment for the same emergency treatment.

“(2) Any amount paid by the United States to
the veteran, the veteran’s personal representa-
tive, successor, dependents, or survivors, or to
any other person or organization paying for
such treatment shall constitute a lien in favor of
the United States against any recovery the
payee subsequently receives from a third party
for the same treatment.

“(3) Any amount paid by the United States to
the provider that furnished the veteran’s emer-
gency treatment shall constitute a lien against
any subsequent amount the provider receives
from a third party for the same emergency treat-
ment for which the United States made pay-
ment.

‘““(4) The veteran or the wveteran’s personal
representative, successor, dependents, or Sur-
vivors shall—

‘““(A) ensure that the Secretary is promptly no-
tified of any payment received from any third
party for emergency treatment furnished to the
veteran;

“(B) immediately forward all documents relat-
ing to a payment described in subparagraph (A);

““(C) cooperate with the Secretary in an inves-
tigation of a payment described in subpara-
graph (A); and

‘(D) assist the Secretary in enforcing the
United States right to recover any payment
made under subsection (c)(3).

“(e) The Secretary may waive recovery of a
payment made to a veteran under this section
that is otherwise required under subsection
(d)(1) if the Secretary determines that such
waiver would be in the best interest of the
United States, as defined by regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary.

“(f) For purposes of this section—

“(1) the term ‘health-plan contract’ includes—

“(A) an insurance policy or contract, medical
or hospital service agreement, membership or
subscription contract, or similar arrangement,
under which health services for individuals are
provided or the expenses of such services are
paid;

‘“‘(B) an insurance program described in sec-
tion 1811 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1395¢) or established by section 1831 of that Act
(42 U.S.C. 1395j);

“(C) a State plan for medical assistance ap-
proved under title XIX of such Act (42 U.S.C.
1396 et seq.); and

‘(D) a workers’ compensation law or plan de-
scribed in section 1729(A)(2)(B) of this title;

“(2) the term ‘third party’ means—

‘“(A) a Federal entity;

“(B) a State or political subdivision of a State;

“(C) an employer or an employer’s insurance
carrier; and

“(D) a person or entity obligated to provide,
or pay the expenses of, such emergency treat-
ment; and

‘“(3) the term ‘emergency treatment’ has the
meaning given such term in section 1725 of this
title.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 17 is amended
by inserting after the item relating to section
1725 the following:

“Sec. 1725A. Reimbursement  for  emergency
treatment expenses for which cer-
tain veterans remain personally
liable.”’.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the amend-
ment at the desk be agreed to, the
committee-reported amendment, as
amended, be agreed to, the bill, as
amended, be read a third time and
passed, the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in
the RECORD, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 2694) was agreed
to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.”’)

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute, as amend-
ed, was agreed to.

The bill (S. 1182), as amended, was
read the third time and passed.

———

WAIVER OF PASSPORT FEES FOR
A RELATIVE OF A DECEASED

MEMBER OF THE ARMED
FORCES
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 279, S. 1184.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1184) to waive the passport fees
for a relative of a deceased member of the
Armed Forces proceeding abroad to visit the
grave of such member or to attend a funeral
or memorial service for such member.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I further
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and that any statements related
to this measure be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1184) was read the third
time and passed, as follows:

S. 1184

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PASSPORT FEES.

Section 1 of the Act of June 4, 1920 (41 Stat.
750, chapter 223; 22 U.S.C. 214) is amended in
the third sentence by striking ‘‘or from a
widow, child, parent, brother, or sister of a
deceased member of the Armed Forces pro-
ceeding abroad to visit the grave of such
member’’ and inserting ‘‘or from a widow,
widower, child, parent, grandparent, brother,
or sister of a deceased member of the Armed
Forces proceeding abroad to visit the grave
of such member or to attend a funeral or me-
morial service for such member’’.

————

MAKING TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS
IN AMENDMENTS MADE BY THE
ENERGY POLICY ACT OF 2005

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 4637, which was received
from the House.

December 21, 2005

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4637) to make certain technical
corrections in amendments made by the En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4637) was read the third
time and passed.

———

REAUTHORIZING THE TEMPORARY
ASSISTANCE FOR NEEDY FAMI-
LIES BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 4635, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4635) to reauthorize the Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Families block
grant program through March 31, 2006, and
for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4635) was read the third
time and passed.

————

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE
REFORM CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS ACT OF 2005

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 4636, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4636) to enact the technical and
conforming amendments necessary to imple-
ment the Federal Deposit Insurance Reform
Act of 2005, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the bill be read a third time and
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4636) was read the third
time and passed.
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JUNIOR DUCK STAMP REAUTHOR-
IZATION AMENDMENTS ACT OF
2005

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 3179, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3179) to reauthorize and amend
the Junior Duck Stamp Conservation and
Design Program Act of 1994.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the bill be read a third time and
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3179) was read the third
time and passed.

———

SECURING AIRCRAFT COCKPITS
AGAINST LASERS ACT OF 2005

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 1400, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1400) to amend title 18, United
States Code, to provide penalties for aiming
laser pointers at airplanes, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the amendment at the desk be
agreed to, the bill, as amended, be read
a third time and passed, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
any statements relating to the bill be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 2695) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To provide exceptions for FAA re-
search, Department of Defense activities,
and use of signaling devices in emer-
gencies)

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert the following:

SECTION 1. PROHIBITION AGAINST INTERFERING

WITH FLIGHT CREWS THROUGH USE
OF LASER POINTERS OR SIMILAR
DEVICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 465 of title 49,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§46508. Interference with flight crew vision
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—An individual who inter-

feres with, or attempts to interfere with, the

ability of the flight crew of an aircraft in
flight to see, or otherwise to impair the safe
operation of an aircraft in flight, by illu-
minating the aircraft with a laser pointer or

similar device shall be fined under title 18,

imprisoned for not more than 5 years, or

both.

““(b) EXCEPTIONS.—Subsection (a) does not
apply to the illumination of aircraft by laser
or other devices by—
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‘(1) an authorized individual in the con-
duct of research and development or flight
test operations conducted by an aircraft
manufacturer, the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, or any other person authorized by
the Federal Aviation Administration to con-
duct such research and development or flight
test operations;

‘(2) members or elements of the Depart-
ment of Defense acting in an official capac-
ity for the purpose of research, development,
operations, testing or training; or

““(3) by an individual using a laser emer-
gency signaling device to send an emergency
distress signal.”’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The chapter
analysis for chapter 465 of title 49, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:
¢‘46508. Interference with flight crew vision.”.

The bill (H.R. 1400), as amended, was
read the third time and passed.

——————

PASSPORT SERVICES
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 4501, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4501) to amend the Passport
Act of June 4, 1920, to authorize the Sec-
retary of State to establish and collect a sur-
charge to cover the costs of meeting the in-
creased demand for passports as a result of
actions taken to comply with section 7209(b)
of the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism
Prevention Act of 2004.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the bill be read a third time and
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4501) was read the third
time and passed.

————

TRAFFICKING VICTIMS PROTEC-
TION REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF
2005

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 972, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 972) to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal years 2006 and 2007 for the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I support
reauthorization of the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act of 2000. This legis-
lation was championed by my dear
friend Senator Paul Wellstone. I sup-
ported him then and when it was reau-
thorized in 2003, and I continue to sup-
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port this effort. It is part of his ex-
traordinary legacy. The people of Min-
nesota, the Senate, the Nation and the
world suffered a great loss when we
lost Paul Wellstone.

The United States has long played a
leading role in the international com-
munity in combating these heinous
crimes, and furthered its efforts by en-
acting the Trafficking Victims Protec-
tion Act of 2000 and reauthorizing the
law in 2003. This reauthorization con-
firms our commitment to effectively
and successfully combating this hor-
rific problem by combining tough law
enforcement strategies with important
safeguards and services for victims.

Information about severe cases of
human trafficking will continue to be
provided in the annual State Depart-
ment Country Report for each foreign
country, in a continued effort to raise
awareness about this issue. In addition,
the Inter-Agency Task Force will con-
tinue to monitor trafficking by pro-
viding annual and interim reports on
countries whose governments do not
comply with the minimum standards.
Efforts to establish initiatives to en-
hance economic opportunities for po-
tential trafficking victims, including
training and education programs, will
also continue.

I am especially pleased that this re-
authorization package has been im-
proved significantly. For the first time,
the bill focuses not only on the impor-
tant goal of preventing international
human trafficking, but also on pre-
venting the human trafficking that oc-
curs within our own borders. Children
here in the United States are at tre-
mendous risk, especially those who are
homeless or runaways, and they are
particularly susceptible to being do-
mestically trafficked for purposes of
commercial sexual exploitation. I will
not rest until this alarming trend is
stopped.

Over the last 30 years, I have worked
with my colleagues to write and enact
legislation aimed at protecting chil-
dren and assisting victims. In the last
Congress, Senator HATCH and I joined
forces to introduce the PROTECT Act,
which provided prosecutors and law en-
forcement with tools necessary to com-
bat child pornography and human traf-
ficking. The final legislation signed
into law included a number of provi-
sions I had also either authored or
strongly supported, including: The Na-
tional AMBER Alert Network Act; the
Protecting Our Children Comes First
Act, which reauthorized funding for the
National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children; and legislation to
amend the Violence Against Women
Act to provide transitional housing as-
sistance grants for child victims of do-
mestic violence.

As a father and a grandfather, I can-
not think of any more important re-
sponsibility than our responsibility to
protect the most vulnerable amongst
us—our children. I recognize that more
needs to be done, and I will continue to
explore new ways to combat human
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